
Arden University is proud to be named ‘Education 

business of the year’ at the EducationInvestor 

Awards 2020, after an incredible year of growth 

for the online learning specialist.

The university – arden.ac.uk – is a leading UK-

based provider of flexible, online and blended 

learning, supporting students in the UK and 

around the world, which in 2020 recorded 

an incredible year of growth despite the 

challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic.

As an unashamedly ‘digital-first’ university, 

with a proud heritage of delivering bespoke 

online learning, Arden is capitalising on its 

growing reputation for digital excellence 

and saw a 50% year-on-year increase in 

student numbers in 2020.

Arden University’s vice-chancellor and chief 

executive Professor Carl Lygo said being named 

‘Education business of the year’ was testament 

to the tremendous hard work of colleagues 

and students at the university. He said: “We’ve 

been a pioneer of online learning for 30 years 

and during the pandemic we have grown by 

more than 50%, developed nine new schools, 

enhanced academic quality and invested in 

some great ed tech to help our students further. 

The judging panel comprised industry experts, 

so it’s extra special to have their endorsement 

for all our hard work. This is a great time to be 

at Arden University; we have ambitious future 

plans and we are really excited for 2021.”  

Arden now supports more than 10,000 

undergraduate and postgraduate students in 

the UK and worldwide, delivering fully online, 

as well as blended learning programmes 

which combine online learning with face-to-

face, lecturer-led teaching at study centres in 

London, Birmingham, Manchester and Berlin.

As higher education providers rapidly 

pivoted to online learning in the wake of the 

Covid-19 lockdown, Arden’s students were 

able to enjoy a seamless and uninterrupted 

digital learning experience.

With proven experience in creating tailored, 

bespoke online learning programmes, this also 

meant its study centre-based learners were 

rapidly transitioned from face-to-face teaching 

to a flexible model incorporating Arden’s own 

established, bespoke online learning tools 

supported by live teaching.

Arden University offers learners personalised 

academic and digital-skills support from 

enrolment right through to graduation and 

with bespoke, online 24/7, multimedia learning 

materials and a cutting-edge virtual classroom 

study portal called ilearn for students to enjoy 

exceptional flexibility.

Additionally, Arden’s flexible entry 

requirements and course costs help to make 

it a more accessible choice, especially for 

students who are returning to education. 

Arden is also only the second UK university 

to offer its undergraduate graduates a fully 

funded, postgraduate master’s course on 

completion of their undergraduate studies.

This incredible opportunity will increase 

access to specialisms for students, helping 

them to stand out in the employment market, 

earn higher salaries throughout the lifetime 

of their career, or develop the skills needed 

to become top entrepreneurs. 

For more information about Arden University visit arden.ac.uk
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“We were hugely impressed by the 

performance of Arden University which, 

although small, has grown and evolved 

significantly over the past couple of years 

and despite the Covid-19 pandemic. 

This comes as no surprise due to the 

unparalleled leadership of Carl Lygo.”

“The reasons it stood out are: its 

incredible growth in student numbers, 

its rebranding achievement, its student 

and staff diversity, its performance during 

Covid, and the international expansion 

plan and performance in Berlin so far.”

“Despite the ‘sustainability’ challenge 

to all businesses during 2020, Arden 

managed an uninterrupted experience 

for its clients, alongside an impressive 

maintenance of its 50% year-on-year 

growth to date. Moving rapidly to a 

programme of webinars to replace its 

outreach work, Arden demonstrated 

agility in a crisis. Addressing and not 

limiting access to specific geo-political 

themes and students from specific 

groups, including BAME students, those 

from lower income brackets, mature 

students and those requiring additional 

support and motivation, Arden has 

invited a diverse population of students 

to its highly accessible programmes. 

The successful drives for international and 

national expansion and the creation of 

new partnerships makes Arden University 

the clear winner of this category.”

The judges’ comments:


