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Barclays was the first bank to recognise 

the need for sector specialisms and 

we have had a team dedicated to the 

education sector for more than 20 years. 

Our relationship directors understand the 

specific challenges faced by education 

businesses and that knowledge and 

expertise has certainly been tested by this 

unprecedented year.  

But despite the challenges, we’ve been 

impressed by how the education sector 

has responded to Covid-19. From the initial 

lockdown and moving teaching to online 

platforms within just a few weeks, to the 

adjustment once students were allowed to 

return to campus.   

Against this background we are 

exceptionally proud to win, ‘Bank/Lender of 

the year’ at the EducationInvestor Awards. 

We’re one of the biggest lenders to the 

education market and are proud to be 

a trusted partner to a range of different 

clients across the sector.

We have significant banking or lending 

relationships with:

• 60% of UK higher education institutions, 

helping them deliver an outstanding 

student experience and outcomes, with 

more than £4.7 billion of financing

• 50% of further education colleges, with 

lending now exceeding £450 million

• A large number of other education 

institutions, including independent 

schools, charities, businesses and 

government bodies in the sector, with 

lending now exceeding £700 million.

Barclays’ support for the education 

sector extends beyond providing 

financing, transactional banking and cash 

management services. We actively engage 

with sector representatives, funders and 

regulators, and advise with our industry 

expertise. In addition, we take our corporate 

responsibilities regarding education 

seriously. 8.8 million young people have 

participated in LifeSkills – a programme that 

inspires 11-24 year olds by equipping them 

with the key core transferable skills needed 

to move forward in the modern workplace.

As one of our education clients, you can 

also benefit from:

• Our industry expertise – we produce a 

wealth of education sector-focused white 

papers, reports and events, all designed 

to help our clients make more informed 

business decisions

• Our commitment to the digital future – 

Barclays is leading digital transformation of 

banking services, including the development 

of connected and cashless campuses

• Ten years’ winner of EducationInvestor’s 

Bank/Lender of the year.

Richard Robinson, head of education at 

Barclays, says: “Our perception at Barclays 

– as a major funder across the sector – is that 

UK universities have done incredibly well to 

manage the exceptional challenges they’ve 

faced this year. We are delighted that our 

continued support to the sector is recognised 

as we collect this award for the tenth year 

and we are extremely proud to support so 

many of the UK’s leading education providers 

and businesses.”

We are honoured the judges recognised 

that despite the pandemic, “Barclays has 

continued to support its education customers 

through this crisis and further lending” 

and considered “its [Barclays] continued 

support to the sector in the current pandemic 

noteworthy” and our “commitment to 

sustainable solution is also impressive”.

 

The judges were also impressed with our 

“entrepreneurial social activity in the sector, 

which includes Code Playground and the 

prominent LifeSkills campaign” which 

“elevates Barclays and demonstrates its 

affinity with owners and operators across 

the age spectrum”. 
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